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CONFERENCE OF WESTERN WAYNE 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

February 9, 2024 

1. CALL TO ORDER- TURNBULL 
 
Mayor Turnbull called the meeting to order at 9:32 am.  
 
Mayor McCraight welcomed the board and audience to the City of Romulus. 
 

2. ROLL CALL- HEISE 

Supervisor Heise called the roll:  
Supervisor Anne Marie Graham-Hudak, Canton Charter Township;  
Mayor Brian Turnbull, City of Northville;  
Supervisor Mark Abbo, Northville Charter Township;  
Supervisor Kurt Heise, Plymouth Charter Township;  
Supervisor Pat McRae, Redford Charter Township;  
Mayor Pro Tem Ms. Kim Dold, alternate, City of Garden City; 
Deputy Supervisor Timothy Rush, alternate, Sumpter Township;  
Mayor Robert McCraight, City of Romulus; 
Fire Chief Joseph Murray, alternate, City of Dearborn; 
Mayor Bill Bazzi, City of Dearborn Heights; 
Mayor John Rhaesa, City of Wayne; 
Mayor Byron Nolen, City of Inkster; 
Mr. Jason Smith, alternate, City of Belleville; 
Mayor Kevin Coleman, City of Westland; 
Mayor Suzi Deal, City of Plymouth; 
Supervisor Kevin MacNamara, VanBuren Township. 

 
 

CWW Board Member/voting alternate of record not present: City of Livonia and Huron Township. 
 

Others present: Congresswoman Debbie Dingell, Congresswoman Rashida Tlaib, Senator Darrin 
Camilleri, representation from Senator Debbie Stabenow’s office, and members of the audience. 

 
3. INTRODUCTIONS- TURNBULL 

 
Mayor Turnbull asked board members and members of the audience to introduce themselves. 
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4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA-TURNBULL 
 
Motion by Bazzi, supported by Graham-Hudak to approve the agenda for February 9, 2024. 
 
AYES: All. Motion carried. 
 

5. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES- HEISE 
 
Motion by Rush, supported by Heise to approve the meeting minutes for January 12, 2024. 
 
AYES: All. Motion carried. 
 

6. TREASURES REPORT- GRAHAM-HUDAK 
 
Motion by Bazzi, supported by Heise to approve the Treasurers report for 12/31/2023. 
 
AYES: All. Motion carried. 
 

7. DIRECTORS REPORT 
 
A. Executive Director’s Report- Sellek 
 

AIRSPACE LINK KICK OFF MEETING 
 

Airspace Link held a CWW client kick off meeting on February 1. Attached are the slides 
from the presentation. Slide 5 lists the point of contacts (POC) for each CWW community. 
Please ensure this information is correct. If you would like a different or additional POC for 
the Airspace Link project, please email me with their information. 

 
The timeframe goal for the assessments is 2 months. This will be dependent on the timeliness 
of community responses. 

 
Assessment Engagement Workflow (also in the attachment) 
• KO Meeting (Feb. 1) 
• Send an e-mail template with the survey out to City/Township POCs 
• You will engage participation from up to 5 departments (can be more if necessary) 
within your City/Township and pass along the e-mail details and survey link to them. 
• Departments should complete the survey within one week. 
• Airspace Link will: 

• review survey results & schedule follow-up interviews with departments 
• Create final report and roadmap 
• Send to City/Township POC for review 
• City/Township has 1 week to read the report and provide feedback 

• Airspace Link will: 
• Incorporate final changes & send final report to City/Township 
• Schedule a time to present findings to each community 

 
DWIHN/911/POLICE DEPARTMENTS 
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CWW staff met with DWIHN regarding 911 triage and DWIHN contacts with local police 
departments. After discussions with CWW Police Chiefs, concerns with 911 dispatchers 
triaging mental health calls for the purpose of the DWIHN Mobile Response Units were 
relayed to DWIHN. DWIHN understood and that is no longer a topic of discussion. 

 
CWW suggested DWIHN reach out to CWW Police Chiefs individually to meet and 
discuss their potential need and usage of the Mobile Response Units. 

 
 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY RADIO SYSTEMS 
 

Our communities are often dealing with having to replace public safety radio systems after 
the manufacturer deems them unfixable or a “legacy” radio. We are finding that while the 
manufacturer may refuse to fix or update their radio, there are other vendors available 
that are able to do so. 

 
For future planning, legacy, or traditional, radios can no longer be added to the state 800 
MHz system, but if they are already on, they can be updated until January 2026. 

 
The full list of MPSCS approved radios as of December 8, 2023 can be found: MPSCS 
Approved Subscriber Radios, Pagers, Dispatch Consoles, and Encryption Keyloaders 
(michigan.gov) 

 
 

MDOT SURVEY ON ROAD USAGE CHARGE 
 

MDOT has launched a road usage charges survey, available until March 1, in partnership 
with Via Transportation, Inc. (Via) through funding provided through a federal grant. The 
survey seeks to understand Michiganders’ attitudes toward potential replacements for the 
state gas tax. 

 
One possible funding tool is road usage charges, which means drivers would pay a few cents 
for each mile driven versus paying based on how much gas they buy. Charging based on miles 
driven could make the system fairer for drivers who cannot afford newer, more fuel-efficient 
cars, while also ensuring that the state continues to have the resources needed to maintain 
roads in the future as vehicles become more fuel efficient or rely on alternative fuels. 

 
Those wishing to participate must be a Michigan resident at least 18 years of age and can 
take the survey only once. 

 
www.Michigan.gov/MIRoadCharge 

 
 
 

https://www.michigan.gov/mpscs/-/media/Project/Websites/MPSCS/Radios/Approved/Approved-Subscriber-Radios-Pagers-Dispatch-Consoles-and-Encryption-Keyloaders.pdf?rev=a9a42e948f7b459fa225a1739de306cb&hash=A1D894C6BF20960DB247B417D11ABC24
https://www.michigan.gov/mpscs/-/media/Project/Websites/MPSCS/Radios/Approved/Approved-Subscriber-Radios-Pagers-Dispatch-Consoles-and-Encryption-Keyloaders.pdf?rev=a9a42e948f7b459fa225a1739de306cb&hash=A1D894C6BF20960DB247B417D11ABC24
https://www.michigan.gov/mpscs/-/media/Project/Websites/MPSCS/Radios/Approved/Approved-Subscriber-Radios-Pagers-Dispatch-Consoles-and-Encryption-Keyloaders.pdf?rev=a9a42e948f7b459fa225a1739de306cb&hash=A1D894C6BF20960DB247B417D11ABC24
https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/travel/mobility/initiatives/road-usage-charges
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911 GOES TO WASHINGTON 
 

Ms. Sellek will be attending 911 Goes to Washington February 25-28 to lobby for 
various federal 911 issues. 

 
 
 

MARCH CWW MEETING 
 

The March 8th CWW meeting will be hosted by the City of Wayne. Plante Moran will be in 
attendance to present CWW’s 2023 Financial Statement. 

 

 

B. LEGISLATIVE UPDATE- PUCKETT 
 

 

Federal 

Federal Shutdown 

In January, Congress passed a third stopgap funding bill to keep the federal government 
open until March 1 and March 8. It was reported on January 29 that bipartisan negotiators 
in the U.S. Congress have reached an agreement on the spending levels in the 12 bills the 
legislators would need to pass to avert a government shutdown. 

 

State 

Lansing Update 

The Michigan House of Representatives is currently at a 54-54 seat partisan split. Since 
convening on January 10, little has been done and House session has been cancelled 
multiple times due to the political gridlock. This should be resolved as special general 
elections are scheduled for April 16.  

 

Ballot Initiatives  

Citizens for Local Choice – The Board of State Canvassers unanimously approved the 100-
word summary for the petition initiative to repeal the recently enacted law that gives siting 
control for large-scale solar and wind projects to the Public Service Commission. The board 
also approved the circulation form in a 3-1 vote, with member Jeannette Bradshaw voting 
no. 
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AxMITax – Although the summary of the proposal was approved, the form to circulate the 
petition wasn’t approved because it was improperly drafted and had typos. As approved, 
the summary states that the amendment “is to prohibit real property taxes, which currently 
are the primary funding source for schools, community colleges, parks and other local 
government units, shift 10% of state sales, income and other tax revenue from the state to 
counties, cities, townships and villages but not to schools, community colleges, parks or 
other local government units; eliminate property tax exemption for religious and education 
organizations, require 60 % of voters to approve any local taxes and 2/3 vote of the 
Legislature for any non-minimal tax increase; require implementing legislation.”  

 

State of the State / Budget Recommendation 

Governor Whitmer gave her sixth state of the state address as well as her budget 
recommendation for Fiscal Year 2024-2025. This week, Governor Whitmer presented an 
$80.7 billion budget to state lawmakers. The proposal comes in less than the 2024 budget 
that was signed into law at $81.7 billion which also included supplemental spending to bring 
the total to about $82 billion. This was due to COVID surpluses from the federal 
government. Some of the items in the proposal include: 

- $1.1 billion in estimated Constitutional Revenue Sharing payments. 
- $55 million total increase is Statutory Revenue Sharing  

o A 5% ongoing increase in general statutory revenue sharing. 
o A 3% one-time payment for local units that have fully obligated their local 

fiscal recovery funds by Oct. 1, 2024. 
o A 2% one-time payment specifically designated for local public safety 

initiatives that may include public safety employee recruitment, retention, 
and training as well as public safety equipment and infrastructure 
improvements. 

- $5 million to establish Training, Recruitment and Retention Grants to support local 
law enforcement agencies. 

- $397.6 million increase for Michigan roads and bridges 
- Landfill Tipping Fee increase from 36 cents per ton to $5 per ton.  

This is the beginning of the budget process as the lawmakers begin their own budget 
process in the coming months. The goal is to adopt a budget by July 1 as the 2024-2025 
fiscal year starts on October 1.  

 

Redistricting Maps Update  

Over the past several weeks the commission drew new maps as ordered by a federal three 
judge panel. Each of the 9 maps are now available to view on the commission’s mapping and 
public comment portal. They were completed by the deadline and are under the public 

https://www.michigan.gov/micrc/mapping-process-2024/draft-proposed-maps
https://www.michigan.gov/micrc/mapping-process-2024/draft-proposed-maps
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comment phase until February 23. The commission will then vote to advance proposed 
maps for the court’s review by March 1. It’s uncertain if the court will accept the map they 
provide for review. The commission also voted in favor of an appeal to the U.S. Supreme 
Court that it violated the Equal Protection Clause when drawing seven Detroit House 
districts. They also voted against increasing commissioner salaries from $746 to $1,072 per 
week until the commission completed mapping. This is the second time they voted against 
the increase. 

 

HB 4866  

House Bill 4866, sponsored by Representative Koleszar, and supported by the CWW Board, 
would prohibit annexation in a charter township with a population of over 20,000 and fulfills 
certain requirements was scheduled this week in the House Local Government Committee. 
Unfortunately, the bill was pulled as the bill sponsor is working on language to get all 
stakeholders to not oppose the legislation. 

FOIA Expansion  

Stakeholders gave testimony on bi-partisan Senate Bills 669 and 670 this week to amend 
FOIA to include the Legislature and governor’s office. Testimony was favorable, but there 
were concerns about what communications should be private, specifically related to 
constituents. The legislation would create a FOIA coordinator for each legislative chamber 
that would be designated by the Speaker and Senate majority leader. 

Federal Disaster from August Storms  

Tornadoes, flooding and strong straight line winds from a series of storms in August 
prompted President Biden to approve a major disaster declaration for nine Michigan 
counties including Wayne county. The disaster declaration makes federal funding available 
to affected individuals in the nine counties. Assistance can include grants for temporary 
housing and home repairs, low-interest loans to cover uninsured property losses and other 
programs. 

 

8. PRESENTATIONS 

SMART’s Wayne County Community Relations Ombudsman, Saif Alsenad, gave a 
presentation on what SMART transportation can bring to your community. 

 

9. ELECTED OFFICIALS’ COMMENTS 

Congresswomen Dingell and Tlaib gave updates on the approval of the Disaster Declaration 
for Michigan following the tornados and flooding in communities recently. The Senate will be 
opening a portal for community project grants. The Congresswomen encourage the board to 
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focus on community projects for next year. The Congresswomen are interested in working 
with CWW on a potential radio system project. 

Supervisor Graham-Hudak informed the board that if there are flooding issues in your 
community, reach out to Senator Stabenow’s office to do an Army Core of Engineers survey. 

 

10. PUBLIC COMMENT  

Comments were made by the public. 

 

11. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 

12. ADOURNMENT 

Motion by Bazzi, supported by McCraight to adjourn the CWW Board Meeting at 10:38 a.m. 

AYES: All. Motion carried. 
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